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Synopsis

A San Francisco Chronicle Best Book of 2004 After spilling bourbon on Schnaubelt’s grave, its
pugnacious and very dead occupant becomes Ross’s mentor, sidekick, and boozing companion
through this epic telling of the hallucinatory, carnal, and ornery histories of the American Left and
John Ross’s own remarkable life. Schnaubelt navigates us through his seemingly boundless
revolutionary battleground, uttering cries of subversion from within the grave while trying to remain
out of earshot from the FBI snoop and local supermarket tycoon buried nearby. Ross’s own
storya "hobo revolutionist, junkie, poet, and journalist is a contrapuntal to Schnaubelt’s. Ross never
takes himself too seriously, yet his most remarkable trait is the honesty with which he approaches
life, even while trying to deconstruct his own faults, personal tragedies (including the death of his
one-month-old son), and imperfections. His pursuit of revolutionary politics and poetics is the
constant, often spent with his muse, Revolutionary Mexico. Ross concludes with a trip to Baghdad
as a "human shield," before the Anglo-American invasion, ready to sacrifice his life as part of his
perpetual struggle for justice. Award-winning writer John Ross’s memoir is inspired from a
tumbledown tombstone in California: The headstone reads: E. B. Schnaubelt 18554 “1913,

"Murdered by Capitalism."
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Customer Reviews

The great contribution of this popularly written history of American radicalism is the joyful



abandonment John Ross brings to slamming the annoying pacifism and political correctness of
today’s anemic Left movement. Yes folks, fighting imperialism and blowing it to bits can be fun! It's
supposed to be fun. This bold idea is the premise of Murdered by Capitalism. Ross captures the
spirit of the working class heroes who slugged it out, toe to toe, with the capitalist villains of
American history. (Not the "corporate"” villains PLEASE!) In addition to enjoying lives of adventure
and freedom, people like Lucy Parsons, Eugene Debs and Big Bill Haywood kicked butt and made
breakthroughs that bettered the lives of all working people for decades to come. This is partisan
writing. Pacifism and political correctness are middle-class ideologies that have infected the Left.
The working class must break out of these limits if it is to ever mount a fight for human liberation, for
freedom, and for political power. Ross wants to blow these middle-class prejudices away. And his
book succeeds in doing so. The book presents the entire history of the American left since the Eight
Hour Day movement of the 1880s. That’s a lot of history-and a lot of contending ideologies-to cover
well. Ross tries to represent the disputes fairly, and this book can serve as an introduction to the
disputations that roil the adherents of anarchism, syndicalism and Leninism down to the present
day. But Ross’s own untamed anarcho-communist ideology comes through, in all its poetic fury, on
every page. This book never descends into mere analysis of the contending trends. Explaining our
past mistakes and finding the way forward is, of course, absolutely necessary if we are going to win.
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